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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
INSTITUTE OF BIOLOGICAL ENGINEERING 

2015 Annual Meeting – March 5-7, 2015 – St. Louis, Missouri  
ABSTRACT DEADLINE EXTENDED to DECEMBER 15, 2014 

 

Crowne Plaza St. Louis - Clayton 

7750 Carondelet Avenue 

Clayton, MO 63105 

Phone: (314) 726-5400 

Click here to explore the hotel and local area!  

 
Submit abstracts online at www.ibe.org. 

 
 

About IBE 
The 21st century presents global challenges in the 
environment, resources, energy, health, and sustainability. 
The Institute of Biological Engineering (IBE) supports the 
community of scientists and engineers that are addressing 
these problems through biological systems analysis and 
design. We do this through enhancing and promoting 
biological engineering in the broadest manner through 
research, education, and professional development. 
 
The IBE was established in 1995 to form a nexus of 
engineers and scientists in industry and academia to 
promote a new discipline of engineering focused on the 
remarkable features of living systems. IBE is bringing 
Engineering to Life through Biology-Inspired Engineering. 
The 2015 meeting will be the 20th annual conference. 
 
Since the establishment of the annual conference, IBE has 
received acclaim for its vast networking and educational 
opportunities available to members, while serving as a 
valuable resource for students. 
 
 
  Abstract Submission Guidelines 
Submit your abstract (500 words or less) using IBE’s 
online form by Friday, December 5, 2014. 
 
If notified of your acceptance, you will be asked to submit 
an Executive Summary of your presentation, to be 
included in the proceedings, by Thursday, February 5, 
2014. 

 

 
About the IBE Meeting 

Biological engineers are at the forefront of tackling 
outstanding challenges in food, agriculture, 
environment, energy and human health. The IBE annual 
meeting is a gathering of the world’s leading 
researchers and educators in biological engineering, 
who share a passion for building a better future through 
biological engineering. The IBE 2015 Conference will 
include technical sessions on key areas of biological 
engineering, including biomaterials, bioenergy, 
biosensors, nanosystems, ecological and environmental 
engineering, synthetic biology, and much more.  

The relatively small size and the diverse makeup of the 
conference are catalysts for multidisciplinary 
interactions and provide a number of opportunities to 
actively participate in shaping the biological engineering 
profession. The meetings are also an excellent venue for 
undergraduate and graduate students to develop 
professional skills and to network through a number of 
student-centric activities including the bioethics essay 
competition, iGEM, student research and poster 
sessions, and various social activities. All authors are 
invited to submit their original work for inclusion in the 
Journal of Biological Engineering (JBE). 
 
Melissa Moss and Prem Parajuli,  
Co-Chairs, 2015 Program Committee 

http://www.cpclayton.com/
http://www.ibe.org/
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2015 Keynote Speakers 
Information coming soon! Please visit www.ibe.org for up-to-date announcements. 

 

2015 IBE Conference Topics 

General Technical Sessions 
The IBE general technical sessions are held concurrently during the meeting, such that similar topics are not at 

the same time. If you have questions about the applicability of your topic please contact the session organizer 

listed or the program chair. 

 Algae-Based Systems (Chair: Zivko Nikolov, Texas A&M University, znikolov@tamu.edu) 

 Biochemical Conversions (Chair: Yanna Liang, Southern Illinois University, liang@engr.siu.edu) 

 Biomaterials and Structures (Chair: Heather Hunt, University of Missouri, hunthk@missouri.edu) 

 Environmental Engineering (Environmental Complexity and Systems Issues) (Chair: Jeff 

Ullman, University of Florida, jullman@ufl.edu)  

 Environmental Engineering (Ecological and Environmental Modeling) (Chair: Jeff Ullman, University 

of Florida, jullman@ufl.edu) 

 Metabolic Pathway Engineering (Chair: Jixun Zhan, Utah State University, jixun.zhan@usu.edu) 

 Nanomaterials and Nanosystems (Chair: Elizabeth Vargis, Utah State University, 

Elizabeth.vargis@usu.edu)  

 Sensors & Biosensors (Chair: Jonathan Claussen, Iowa State University, jonathan.claussen@gmail.com)  

 Synthetic Biology (Chair: John Dueber, University of California, Berkeley, jdueber@berkeley.edu)  

 iGEM Synthetic Biology (Chair: John Dueber, University of California, Berkeley, 

jdueber@berkeley.edu) 

 Tissue & Cellular Engineering (Chairs: Angela Pannier, University of Nebraska, apannier2@unl.edu and 

Tarek Shazly, University of South Carolina, shazly@cec.sc.edu)  

 Biological Engineering Education (Chair: David Jones, University of Nebraska, djones1@unl.edu) 
 

Special Sessions 
BioBusiness Nexus – This session provides a forum for local emerging companies to introduce their 

technologies and companies to the engineers, life scientists, and fellow business registrants for this meeting. 

The BioBusiness Nexus session typically allots participating companies 12-15 minutes for a podium 

presentation. If desired, display materials may be placed in the meeting room during the session. We will 

accept participants on a first-come, first serve basis as we have time available in the program. Session 

organizer: Guigen Zhang, Clemson University, guigen@clemson.edu 
 

Bioethics Essay Competition - This session will feature the results of a student competition and selected 

presentations on bioethics as it relates to biological engineering topics. Check the IBE website (www.ibe.org) 

for information on the Bioethics Competition for students. Session organizer: Lisa Wilken, Kansas State 

University, lwilken@ksu.edu 
 

General Poster Session and Student Poster Session and Competition 
The poster session presentations covering any topic within biological engineering are invited. A special poster 

session for student research projects or engineering design projects will be included within the poster session. 

The top three Undergraduate Student Posters and top three Graduate Student Posters will receive cash awards 

and certificates of merit. Session organizer: Mark Uline, University of South Carolina, uline@cec.sc.edu 
 

All speaker proposals must be submitted online via the IBE website. The online form will be 
available in August 2014. Please visit www.ibe.org to access the form. 
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Hotel Information: Crowne Plaza St. Louis - Clayton 
 
 

 
 

Join us March 5-7, 2015 at the Crowne Plaza St. Louis - Clayton. The hotel is within walking distance of 

many unique shops, boutiques, art galleries and restaurants, and is near the Zoo, Science Center, Art 

Museum, Muny Opera, Forest Park and the St. Louis Galleria, the area’s largest indoor shopping mall. The 

Crowne Plaza is just a short drive from Six Flags, the Savvis Center/St. Louis Blues Hockey, Busch 

Stadium/Cardinals Baseball, the Edward Jones Dome/ Rams Football, the Gateway Arch and Riverboat 

gambling. 
 
Rooms are available at the hotel for $114 per night, plus tax. Please call the hotel reservation line at 1- 

888-303-1746, and be sure to mention IBE to get the reduced room rate. 
 

 
Click here to learn more about the many day trips and excursions available in the St. Louis area. Whether 

you’re a sports fan, history buff, interested in family friendly outings, or want to sample the eclectic brews 

unique to St. Louis, there is something for everyone in the Gateway City. 

 

 
 

via 
 

Plan your trip to the St. Louis area today! Learn more at Explore St Louis, the area’s Convention & 

Visitors’ Bureau web site. 
 
Mark your calendar, submit your abstract and book your room now for the IBE 2015 Annual Conference. 

There is plenty to discover in this exciting city! 
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